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the essential haiku brings together robert hass s beautifully fresh translations of the
three great masters of the japanese haiku tradition matsuo basho 1644 94 the ascetic
and seeker and the haiku poet most familiar to english readers yosa buson 1716 83 the
artist a painter renowned for his visually expressive poetry and kobayashi issa 1763 1827
the humanist whose haiku are known for their poignant or ironic wit each haiku master s
section of the book is prefaced with an eloquent and informative introduction by robert
hass followed by a selection of over 100 poems and then by other poetry or prose by the
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poet including journals and nature writing opening with hass s superb introductory essay
on haiku the book concludes with a section devoted to basho s writings and
conversations on poetry the seventeen syllable haiku form is rooted in a japanese
tradition of close observation of nature of making poetry from subtle suggestion each
haiku is a meditation a centring a crystalline moment of realisation reading them has a
way of bringing about calm and peace within the reader the symbolism of the seasons
and the japanese habit of mind blend together in these poems to create an alchemy of
reflection that is unsurpassed in literature infused by its great practitioners with the spirit
of zen buddhism the haiku served as an example of the power of direct observation to
the first generation of american modernist poets like ezra pound and william carlos
williams as well as an example of spontaneity and zen alertness to the new poets of post
war america and britain universal in its appeal robert hass s the essential haiku is the
definitive introduction to haiku and its greatest poets and has been a bestseller in
america for twenty years i know that for years i didn t see how deeply personal these
poems were or to say it another way how much they have the flavour basho might have
said the scent of particular human life because i had been told and wanted to believe that
haiku were never subjective i think it was d h lawrence who said the soul can get to
heaven in one leap but that if it does it leaves a demon in its place better to sink down
through the level of these poems their attention to the year their ideas about it the
particular human consciousness the poems reflect basho s profound loneliness and
sense of suffering buson s evenness of temper his love for the materials of art and for
the colour and shape of things issa s pathos and comedy and anger robert hass

no element added no feature removed 1020 haiku in translation a clear window through
which you can grasp the mood meaning and flow of the original haiku of the classic
masters basho buson issa

1020 haiku in translation the heart of basho buson and issa features the most
representative works of the three greatest haiku poets basho buson and issa each of the
1020 haiku has been meticulously translated into a poetic english form while preserving
the exact content and flow of the original notes focusing on the meaning of uncommon
words geographical features historical information and cultural background have been
provided to help non japanese readers to more fully understand elegant artwork and
calligraphy appear throughout the book 1020 haiku in translation the heart of basho
buson and issa a gateway to a new view of nature and your life and featuring many haiku
that have been translated into english for the first time will appeal to all students of
literature as well as general readers
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in this his final work american senior zen roshi robert aitken lovingly ties together two
threads zen practice and haiku spirituality health known to many as the study of quiet
stillness and introspection zen buddhism distinguishes itself through brilliant flashes of
insight and its terseness of expression in river of heaven these concepts and pillars lend
themselves to an exploration of haiku one of the most delicate and interpretive poetic
forms in the world the haiku verse form with its rigid structure and organic description is
a superb means of studying zen modes of thought because its seventeen syllables
impose a limitation that confines the poet to vital experience in haiku as in buddhism the
silences are as expressive as the words in this volume american senior zen roshi robert
aitken gives new insight into haiku by poetic masters basho issa buson and shiki in
presenting themes from haiku and from zen literature aitken illuminates the relationship
between the two readers are certain to find this an invaluable and enjoyable experience
for the remarkable revelation it offers i am grateful for robert aitken s enthusiastic
sharing of poems in the river of heaven together with his rich personal and cultural
perspectives it is a book where the author joyfully calls each of us as readers to share in
the transcendent joys of haiku juxtapositions aitken mines the meanings in these brief
gems about nature impermanence travel awareness silence beauty being present the
turn of the seasons and much more spirituality practice

the most famous poet of the edo period in japan matsuo basho was of samurai descent
and a zen buddhist who became a master of haiku he helped create a new style of poetry
capturing the meaning of the world into simple poetry his work is celebrated for
contrasting two separate experiences reflecting the environment and emotions of a
single moment taken directly from nature haiku is a short form of poetry composed of
three phrases and 17 syllables it has been employed by basho and his fellow haikuists
throughout the last five hundred years to convey an extraordinary depth of expression
and ornate beauty the delphi poets series offers readers the works of literature s finest
poets with superior formatting this volume presents a wide selection of haiku by the
leading poets of the last five centuries with new translations illustrations and the usual
delphi bonus material version 1 beautifully illustrated with images relating to basho s life
and works comprehensive introduction to the haiku form concise introduction to the life
and poetry of basho and other prominent haikuists original translations by michael
haldane excellent formatting of the poems includes a wide selection of haikuists features
two analytical works on the development of the haiku form please visit delphiclassics
com to see our wide range of poet titles contents introduction introduction to haiku by
michael haldane the haiku prominent haikuists other haikuists analysis poetry of the
seventeenth century by william george aston japanese poetry by basil hall chamberlain
please visit delphiclassics com to browse through our range of poetry titles or buy the
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entire delphi poets series as a super set

this book uses the haikai verse and paintings of the brilliant innovative artist yosa buson
1716 1783 as a focal point from which to explore how japanese writers competed for
artistic authority in a time when popular responses to economic technological and social
changes were creating the beginnings of a modern literature the first part of the book
discusses buson s role in the basho revival movement situating his haikai in the context
of the social networks that writers of his time both relied on and resisted the second part
explores buson s hokku linked verse and haiga haikai painting the book concludes with a
discussion of buson s reception in the modern period and includes translations of his
principal works

over 200 of the best haiku poems from japanese literature translated by one of america s
premier poet translators and now in one giftable volume the haiku is one of the most
popular and widely recognized poetic forms in the world in just three lines a great haiku
presents a crystalline moment of image emotion and awareness this illustrated collection
includes haiku by the great masters from the seventeenth to the early twentieth century
including works by basho buson issa and other japanese poets

the description for this book the princeton companion to classical japanese literature will
be forthcoming

basho 1644 94 is perhaps the best known japanese poet in both japan and the west and
this book establishes the ground for badly needed critical discussion of this critical figure
by placing the works of basho and his disciples in the context of broader social change

this exciting new book explores the relationship between cultural traditions and
computers looking at how people from very different cultures and backgrounds
communicate and how the use of information technologies can support and enhance
these dialogues historically we developed our understanding of other cultures through
traditional means museums printed literature etc but the advent of information
technologies has allowed us access to a plethora of material tosa asks the question can
we understand other cultures using computers as media to supplement thinking and
memorization starting with a survey of art and technology moving into the area of
culture and technology the book culminates with a vision of a new world based on an
understanding of these relationships allowing cultural creators and viewers the
opportunity to reach a better and more profound understanding of the role information
technology will play going forward
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beautiful the reproductions are very fine and the text is truly illuminating among the few
authoritative works on the subject japan times with an essay by fumiko y yamamoto

in for dear life with accessibility wit and humor ronald wallace evokes a wide variety of
subjects that range from the traditional themes of lyric poetry love death sex the natural
world marriage birth childhood music religion art to the most unexpected and quirky
narratives an ode to excrement a catalogue of comic one liners a celebratory testimonial
to his teeth

an enduring vision presents 138 exceptional artworks by the great masters of the edo
period as well as the paintings of their students friends and associates whose
relationships the authors explore and discuss

presents translations of more than two hundred japanese haiku
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